
A 
Very

Big 
Man

Elinor Sahm

In Layers



Artist book
2nd Edition 

Zuzu, Emek Hefer, Israel
June 2021



YYour great-grandfather was Mayor of Berlin from 1931 to our great-grandfather was Mayor of Berlin from 1931 to 

1935. His wife bought a fur coat in a Jewish store so Hitler 1935. His wife bought a fur coat in a Jewish store so Hitler 

deported him to Oslo, where he died before the war.deported him to Oslo, where he died before the war.



MMy great-grandfather was a good friend of president Von y great-grandfather was a good friend of president Von 

Hindenburg so of course he had protection from the Nazis Hindenburg so of course he had protection from the Nazis 

until the president died. After that, Hitler could do anything until the president died. After that, Hitler could do anything 

to him, like firing him from the mayors office and kicking to him, like firing him from the mayors office and kicking 

him off to Oslo. I don't believe there was a fur coat. him off to Oslo. I don't believe there was a fur coat. 







TThe father of my grandfather, lord mayor of he father of my grandfather, lord mayor of 

Berlin, is burried in the celebrity cemetery of  Berlin, is burried in the celebrity cemetery of  

Berlin. In the same place they burried his son-in-Berlin. In the same place they burried his son-in-

law who was a part of the hit agains hitler in 1944. law who was a part of the hit agains hitler in 1944. 

So there's no way he was a real Nazi.So there's no way he was a real Nazi.

Also, Otto Dix painted a portrait of him, that got Also, Otto Dix painted a portrait of him, that got 

lost because it was "degenerate art"... So... how lost because it was "degenerate art"... So... how 

could he be a Nazi? couldn't really.could he be a Nazi? couldn't really.





HHello?ello?

Am I speaking to Topography of  Terror archive? Am I speaking to Topography of  Terror archive? 

yes, ok, hello. yes, ok, hello. 

My name is Elinor Sahm, I am the great-grandaughter of My name is Elinor Sahm, I am the great-grandaughter of 

mayor Heinrich Sahm.mayor Heinrich Sahm.

 Yes, that is correct.  Yes, that is correct. 

In your exhibition you wrongly put a quote of him saying In your exhibition you wrongly put a quote of him saying 

something about the wrong type of birth should be avoided. something about the wrong type of birth should be avoided. 

Right. Right. 

So it's not possible he said that. I 'm sure he just signed  a So it's not possible he said that. I 'm sure he just signed  a 

paper that someone else wrote.paper that someone else wrote.

 Please remove this from the exhibition. Please remove this from the exhibition.















LLet's not forget it was the zeitgeist of the era and also that et's not forget it was the zeitgeist of the era and also that 

he was probably dictated by the actual Nazi mayor - Julius he was probably dictated by the actual Nazi mayor - Julius 

Lippert who was controling him completely.Lippert who was controling him completely.

FFucking Nazi! ucking Nazi! 















Frau Dorothea (Dora) Sahm wearing a fur coat




